ITEMS OF INTEREST
Town of Birch Hills

Assessment & Taxation
The Town of Birch Hills is gearing up for another taxation year. Saskatche-

March 2018

As spring approaches
and the weather gets

wan Assessment Management Agency (SAMA) have completed all mainte-

warmer, we would like to

nance inspections for the 2018 assessment year. There were approximately

remind everyone to

35 maintenance changes in property assessment. Please remember that
only properties with changes in assessment or ownership will receive an assessment notice.

watch for pedestrians
and children at play.

This leads the Town into the budget process. Town Council cannot set the
mill rate or tax levy without having adopted an annual operating budget. The
annual budget sets out the Town’s goals and identifies the priorities that are
defined by Council. It also assists in determining whether existing financial
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resources are sufficient to meet municipal spending needs. We hope to
have the budget completed by the end of March, beginning of April.
Therefore, we hope to be able to have the 2018 Tax Notices out by the end
of April, beginning of May. This is also dependent on how long the appeal
process with the Poplar Subdivision Local Improvement will be, as the special assessments for the local improvement will need to be included in the

Town of Birch Hills. Any portion of your municipal tax levy that is paid before
June 30th will receive a 5% discount. The month of July does not have an
incentive and the amounts are the levied amount. Starting in August, there
are penalties on unpaid current taxes; that being, August—1%, September—
2%, October—3%, November—4%, and December—5%.
Taxation is one of the Town’s main revenue sources and we thank all those
who keep their property taxes current. This helps council to determine funding for infrastructure, services, programs, etc.

Assessment & Taxation
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Town Office
Statutory
Holiday
Hours
Please take note that the Town Office
will be closed on the
following statutory holidays:
March 30, 2018 for Good Friday
April 2, 2018 for Easter Monday
May 21, 2018 for Victoria Day
Speed Radar Sign

Regular office hours are 9 am to 4 pm.
Monday through Friday.

Speed Limit on Access Road
-- Speed Radar Sign --

The Department of Highways and Transportation spent quite some time conducting traffic and pedestrian studies on the West Access Road and Wilson Street. As
per the Department of Highways recommendations, they put up new speed limit

Holiday Hours

signs on the West Access Road and Wilson Street, from Highway #3 to Highway
#25. Please watch and obey all new posted speed limits, including school zones.
The Speed Radar sign remains set up on the access road into Town. This has

Thank you to all the
residents that have

been installed to remind drivers of the speed limit in hopes to reduce speed viola-

kept your garbage and

tions and not meant to encourage speeding. Speed violations have since been

recycling containers

sent to the RCMP. The speed violations are appalling!

off the street and oth-

In this quarter the statistics continue to show us that many people are completely

er municipal property.

disregarding the posted speed limit. The speeds recorded lead us to believe

We have noticed a

some are considering this to be a joke and have no respect for others who may be

huge improvement

travelling by vehicle or foot.

this past year and it

Please reduce your speed and remember we all have loved ones travelling this

has helped municipal

main access into Birch Hills. We continue to be a close, caring community and we

employees with snow

need to make our town safe for everyone, young and old.

removal and has kept
our community attractive for citizens and
visitors.
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Town of Birch Hills
Council Meetings
Please remember that letters addressing the Mayor
and Council need to be submitted to the Town Office by
4:00 pm on the day before
the council meeting is
scheduled. This way we
can make sure items are
added to the meeting agenda in a timely fashion.
Even if you are addressing
the Mayor and Council in
your letter or report, and
especially if you are asking
for a decision to be made on
a particular topic, you need
to submit your correspondence to the Town Office so it
can be added to the agenda
so a motion of council can
be made.

Kickoff Fundraiser

Birch Hills Multiuse Kickoff Fundraiser
Thank you to everyone who attended or supported our Multiuse Kickoff Fundraiser event.

Spring Clean-Up Week
The Town has declared April 30
through May 7 as Spring Clean Up
Week.
Please have your compostable material bundled and available for pick
-up in your back alley where back
alley access is available. Loose
material will not be picked up.

The Committee was glad to announce our goals for the new facility and inform the community
of where the project is to date and what we would like to accomplish with the final project.
The evening consisted of a spectacular meal catered by Diane Georget, followed by introductions of the Multiuse Facility Committee and an update of the project. We also had presentations on behalf of the Affinity Credit Union for $10,000 and the Birch Hills Lions Club for
$5,000…...This will go a long way in our fundraising goals!
We would like to thank the following sponsors from that evening:
Flaman Fitness—donation of M5 Bowflex Max Trainer
Birch Hills Golf Course—donation of Golf Membership
Museum Quilters—donation of a handmade quilt
Wayne & Barry Evans—donation of $200 beef package
The door tickets raised $4,710.00 with the Door Prize of the $200 beef package won by Marnie
Stubbs. The delicious meal that was served that evening will be paid for out of these proceeds.

Also, please remember pick-up is
weather permitting. If it is raining,
your material cannot be picked up
and our compost site is not accessible. The Town will continue to
pick-up when the weather cooperates.
We thank everyone for their under-

The raffle tickets for the 3 major prizes brought in $1,205.00. The winners were as follows:
3rd Prize—Handmade Quilt to Beth Rude
2nd Prize—Birch Hills Golf Course Membership to Terry Ganes
1st Prize—Bowflex Max Trainer to Delores Jones, who so graciously donated it to the
Senior Citizens Hall
The evening also brought in several large donations from individuals that wanted to contribute
but could not attend or just simply donated out of the kindness of their hearts. To mention a
few of the larger donors…...George & Alice McIntyre-$2,000; Ray Crozier-$1,000; Arvin &
Shirley Ulvild-$1,000; Lemar Soyland-$1,000.

standing and patience while the
town does their best to deliver this
service to the community.

This project will greatly assist its user groups, and will boost interest in the business area of our
town. We are very proud of this project, and look forward to the positive effects it will have on
our town. The community fundraising is extremely important to this project. Thanks for
3 all
your support!

Untidy & Unsightly
Yards
With winter coming to an
end and spring fast approaching, please remember
to keep your yard clean and
tidy as well as all buildings
and structures in good repair and safe.
Poplar Subdivision Local Improvement

Local Improvement
The Town would like to thank all those who have expressed their gratitude
and heartwarming compliments with local improvement project. Your kind
words go a long way with such a large, time consuming project. We would
also like to thanks those who have already paid their local improvement in
advance.
All property owners have received their notice of special assessment and the
assessment roll was open for viewing from January 2nd to February 2nd. Any

Enforcement of the Town’s
Nuisance Abatement Bylaw
and Town’s Property Amenities Bylaw will continue this
year in hopes of keeping our
community attractive.
Keeping your property presentable will preserve the
health, safety and welfare of
the community. In addition,
it will keep the community
enjoyable for everyone.
Is your yard a safety hazard?

assessment appeals needed to be filed by 4:00 pm on February 2nd.
The Town received 3 appeals against the Local Improvement project and the
Board of Revision met to hear the 3 appeals on February 22, 2018.
What’s Next? - Once the Board of Revision sends their Notice of Decision to
the Assessor and the Appellants, the municipality or the owner may appeal
the decision to the Assessment Appeals Committee within 30 days of the being served the decision of the Board of Revision. Once this process lapses,

Unsightly Yard

the assessment roll will be certified and invoices will be sent. The deadline for
prepayments will be 30 days from the date of the invoice. The Town is hoping
to have invoices out by at least the beginning of April.

Recreation Direction
The Town of Birch Hills is in the

After the 30 day period for prepayments expires, property owners are bound

process of hiring a Recreation

by their choice to pay the special assessment on the annualized installment

Director. Submissions of appli-

basis, which includes an amount for interest.

cations closed on Friday, February 23rd, 2018. We are hoping to

The time frame and direction of the appeal process will determine how early
the Town can deliver the Local Improvement Invoices. Please watch for your
invoice as you would not want to miss the short 30 day window for prepayments.

start the interview process
shortly and have an individual
employed with the Town in the
very near future.
We look forward to welcoming a

Please contact the Town Office if you have any questions regarding the Local
Improvement process.

new member to our staff.
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Protect Your
Elm Trees
Do Not Prune Elm Trees
Between April 1 &
August 31 Each Year.
To reduce the risk of
Dutch Elm Disease
(DED), pruning of elm
trees will once again be
prohibited throughout
Saskatchewan from April
1 to August 31.
Elm bark beetles that
spread the disease are
most active during this
time of year. Fresh cuts
from pruning can attract
the insects and increase
the chance of a DED infection.
Proper elm tree pruning
outside the annual ban
period helps keep trees
healthy and better able to
resist all diseases, including DED. Removing
dead and dying elm wood
through pruning also
helps reduce places for
beetles to breed, and
curbs their populations.
Throughout the year, including during the ban
period, DED-infected
elms should be removed
promptly.
During the end of spring
or early summer, the
Town will be contracting
an organization to conduct a comprehensive
survey of our Dutch Elm
Trees. This will identify
and detect all symptomatic elms trees in the community.

E-mail Utility & Tax Bills — Pre-Authorized Payments

Town Office Invoicing and Payments
Utility and Tax Accounts
EMAIL NOTICES
If you would like to receive your utility and/or tax notice by email, please fill
out an email consent form and return it to the Town Office. You can obtain
and email consent form from the Town website or at the Town Office.
PREAUTHORIZED DEBITS
The Town of Birch Hills offers pre-authorized debits for utility accounts and
tax accounts! Your payments can be withdrawn out of your account on the
20th of the month. Please contact the Town Office for more information or fill
out a PAD agreement form by obtaining one from the Town website or at the
Town Office.
We also accept online bill payments through any Credit Union affiliate, CIBC,
Scotia Bank, TD Bank and E-transfers to birchhills.town@sasktel.net. Anyone that is making a payment to the Town Office by internet banking must
allow a few business days for the Town Office to receive and process the
payment. Utility Bills are processed on the 1st of each month with interest
applied to unpaid accounts on the last day of the month. For further information please contact your banking institution to clarify the length of time to
process payments.
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Website

Contact Us

Please visit the Town of Birch Hills Website for additional municipal
information.

Give us a call for more
information or if you have
any questions.

You can obtain information on Bylaws/Policies, Minutes, Financial
Statements, Forms/Permits, Taxes/Assessment, Utilities, and much
more.
This will continue to be a work in progress. We welcome any suggestions or feedback of any problems that might show up or ideas
to make the new site more user friendly.

Areas of the website will be updated as information is received at
the Town Office. Please submit any updated information or usable
photos that can be used on our website to the Town Office. Some
information can only be updated if it is submitted.

Town of Birch Hills
126 McCallum Avenue
Box 206
Birch Hills, SK S0J 0G0
(306) 749-2232
birchhills.town@sasktel.net
Visit us on the web at
www.birchhills.ca

Thank You!

Regular Town Council
meetings are held every
2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month at 7:30 pm.
Agenda items should be
brought to the attention of
the Administrator no later
than the day before the
Council meeting.

Please let us know how you would like to receive municipal
information. Ensure your contact information is up to date
at the Town Office and let us know if you would like to receive information and updates by:
•

Personal mail

•

Mass mail

•

Email

•

Newsletter

•

Utility notice enclosures

•

Etc.
Help us keep you and the community updated!!

Elected Town Council
Mayor Dale Pratt
Councillor Barry Evans
Councillor Sharon Rolfes
Councillor John Herd
Councillor Keith Matheson
Councillor Graham Tweten
Councillor Owen Stubbs

Follow Birch Hills WTP
@bhwaterplant on Twitter
Also, read the blog at :
bhwaterplant.wordpress.com

Town of Birch Hills—Items of Interest
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